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HOME
LOAN
SALE

Even in these uncertain times, we can give you a fantastic new 3 or 5 Year

Fixed Rate Home Loan, with a rate so low, it’s available for a limited time only.

What’s more, there’s no establishment fee for loans over $250,000.

St.George: big enough to be Home Lender of the Year, small enough to make

sure you get the right home loan. Call 1300 132 652, 9am – 9pm (EST),

7 days, go to stgeorge.com.au/homeloans or visit your local branch.

6.95%
3 OR 5 YEAR FIXED HOME LOAN RATE

p.a. 7.17%
3 YEAR COMPARISON RATE

p.a. 7.15%
5 YEAR COMPARISON RATE

p.a.

WARNING: This comparison rate applies only to the example or examples given. Different amounts and terms will result
in different comparison rates. Costs such as redraw fees or early repayment fees, and cost savings such as fee waivers,
are not included in the comparison rates but may influence the cost of the loan. 
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Movie turns little hobbits into fellowship of bookworms
By SEAN BERRY
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SALES of The Lord Of The Rings
novels have more than doubled since
the release of the film The Lord Of
The Rings: Return Of The King on
Boxing Day, say Dymocks the
booksellers.

Andrew Nolan, children’s books
manager at Dymocks, said sales went
up each time The Lord Of The Rings
movies were released.

‘‘It definitely pushes along sales,
not only for those who like reading,
but for those who find it hard to
read,’’ Mr Nolan said.

‘‘They’ll see the movie and go ‘so
that’s what it’s all about’ and find it
a little bit easier to read.’’

He said other novel adaptations
recorded similar results.

‘‘The book Looking For Alibrandi
was quite a big hit, but we saw
increased sales in the lead-up to the
movie and then when the video and
the DVD were released.’’

He said movie adaptations that
were true to the books helped
readers identify with the novels.

Mr Nolan said that in two weeks
Return Of The King had sold more
than both of the other two books in

the series had in a whole year. ‘‘All
three of the books have at least
doubled in sales across the nation
when the corresponding movie was
released,’’ he said.

Books from the The Lord Of The
Rings and Harry Potter series, as well
as Looking For Alibrandi, feature on
the official reading list for the NSW
Premier’s Reading Challenge.

The list is made up of more than
1500 titles, standing testament to the
large number of books available for
children.

For more information on the
Premier’s Reading Challenge, see
www.schools.nsw.edu.au/
premiersreadingchallenge or phone
9886 7336.

WHAT’S HOT FOR 2004
■ As the man in charge of Dymocks’
range of children’s books, Andrew
Nolan spends much of his time reading
the many titles available. Mr Nolan
gives The Sun-Herald his tips for the
hottest children’s books for 2004.
1. Eragon, Christopher Paolini –
‘‘That’s my hit book for 2004, it’s
going to be fantastic.’’
2. The Amulet Of Samarkand,
Jonathan Stroud.
3.Trickster’sChoice,TamoraPierce.
4. Artemis Fowl, Eoin Colfer.
5. Harry Potter And The Order Of The
Phoenix, J. K. Rowling.

Internet
romance
a trap for
unwary
By EAMONN DUFF
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THE NSW Government
last night warned about
the perils of introduction
agencies and online
singles sites after being
swamped by complaints
from men who allegedly
fell victim to scams.

In the past 18 months,
the NSW Office of Fair
Trading received 155
complaints relating to 30
separate organisations.

The office said 302
complaints had been
lodged since the begin-
ning of 2001, compared
with 35 for the previous
two years together.

NSW Fair Trading
Minister Reba Meagher
said: ‘‘Introduction agen-
cies are on notice that
unfair tactics, including
high-pressure sales tech-
niques on emotionally
vulnerable clients, won’t
be tolerated in NSW.’’

But she conceded the
NSW Government
remained virtually
‘‘powerless’’ against inter-
national internet scams.

‘‘Our advice is to be
especially wary when
dealing with overseas-
based companies via the
internet, as once money
leaves Australia it
becomes difficult to get it
back if things go wrong,’’
she said.

The complaints to the
Office of Fair Trading
relate to Sydney-based
enterprises, as well as

national and international
firms.

In a bid to find the
woman of their dreams,
men put their faith and
finances in the hands of
strangers.

But many customers
claimed they were
cheated.

In The Sun-Herald last
week, Sydney man Terry
McCarthy revealed how
he was tricked by a
Russian brunette over
the internet.

It later emerged the
woman was working
with her real-life hus-
band and had fleeced
more than $1.94 million
($US1.5 million) from
1500 men worldwide.

Mr McCarthy’s story
has since prompted a
flood of calls to The Sun-
Herald, not just from
men who fell for the
same woman, but others
like her.

The NSW Government
has urged consumers to
deal only with businesses
and sites they know and
trust.

Ms Meagher said:
‘‘Check it is an established,
reputable business, with a
physical address that actu-
ally exists.

‘‘Never provide bank
details, credit card num-
bers, or other personal
details unless you are
completely sure you
trust the people you are
dealing with.’’

Beef export boost after scare
AN Australian delegation told Japanese officials yester-
day that Australia can fill the shortfall in beef supplies
caused by the mad cow disease scare in the US.

The assurance was given at a meeting with Japan-
ese agriculture and trade officials. The US normally
supplies about a third of Japan’s beef.


